
PHILLIP A. GREENBERG
Consultant on Energy and Environment

May 12, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA–305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Re: Docket No. 98N–1038, Irradiation in the Production,
Processing, and Handlina of Food

Dear FDA:

Truth–in–labeling requires that consumers be informed via
unambiguous, accurate, and informative labeling of the processes
by which foodstuffs are treated. The word “radiation” should
appear in labels of all foods processed with radiation, within
phrases such as “treated with radiation” or “processed with
radiation. “ Any use of other terms that do not include the word
“radiation,” such as “pasteurized/” should be rejec:ed.
Pasteurization refers to a specific process of heating and cooling
and should not be used to describe irradiated food.

I strongly support the Center for Science in the Public Interest’s
recommendation regarding the labeling of irradiated food:

“any foods, or any foods containing ingredients that have been
treated by irradiation, should be labeled with a written
statement on the principal display panel indicating such
treatment. The statement should be easy to read and placed in
close proximity to the name of the food and accompanied by the
international symbol. If the food is unpackaged, this
information should be clearly displayed on a poster in plain
view and adjacent to where the product is displayed for sale.”

I also ask that you extend the comment period on this matter
beyond the currently scheduled deadline of May 18. More time is
needed to permit organizations and concerned citizens to register
their comments about this matter.

FDA should similarly require that the radura, the widely
recognized international symbol of radiation must be included on
the label of any irradiated food. Both the disclosure of
irradiation and the inclusion of the radura on the label should be
a permanent requirement for foods so treated.
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